Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature

COMPONENT OPTIONS

Participants in the Tennessee YMCA Youth Legislature may register as ONE of the
Jollowing components. Please note, there are grade and/or additional requirements for
some components, so please be sure participants meet all qualifications of the component

Jor which they wish to register.
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST REGISTER AS ONE OF THESE COMPONENTS.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

RED HOUSE

Students registering in this component m#s¢ be in grades 10-12, and serve as
legislators in the state House of Representatives. “Seats” in the state house will
be comprised of 2-person teams, so students wishing to participate in this
component will need to partner with another Red House participant. Each
team will submit 1 piece of legislation to be presented and debated in
committee, and potentially in the House and Senate. Red House members must
submit their bills on a House bill form.

BLUE HOUSE

The Blue House component operates in much the same fashion as the Red, but
is a training ground for novice participants. All FRESHMEN and 1" YEAR
DELEGATES must register in the Blue House if they wish to be in the
legislative component of the conference. Like the Red, the Blue House seats
are comprised of 2-person teams, with each team submitting one piece of
legislation for consideration. Blue House bills will be heard in the same
committees as RED, however, they will be ranked separately, however, the
BLUE HOUSE will meet together as one body, separate from the RED, and
will hear only the BLUE HOUSE DOCKET.

RED SENATE

The Red Senate is also open to grades 10-12, and operates virtually the same
as the Red House, with the exception that participants in this component serve
as state senators. Again, seats in the Red Senate are comprised of 2-person
teams, however, there are fewer seats available in the senate, so naturally, you
would want fewer participants in this component.




BLUE SENATE

The Blue Senate is a senate body for novices, just as the Blue House is, and all
FRESHMEN & 1% YEAR DELEGATES wishing to serve in the legislative
branch must register as either Blue House or Blue Senate. The rule of 2-person
teams submitting 1 piece of legislation applies to this body as well.

Special Note: When assigning delegates to the legislative branch, you
shonld have 3 house members for every 1 senate member. For example, if

you know you have 8 delegates who want to be senators & representatives,
then 2 of them shonld be SENATORS and 6 of them shonld be
REPRESENTATIVES.

LOBBYIST COMPONENT

Delegates wishing to work with the legislative branch, but not wishing to serve
as senators or representatives have the option of registering as lobbyists,
provided they have served in the legislative branch at a prior conference.
Lobbyists will be divided into lobbying firms and will undergo intensive
teambuilding training on Thursday night. Friday morning, firms will be “hired”
to lobby for or against particular bills being considered, and they will follow the
bills throughout the conference, lobbying their position to any branch of
government they choose. Lobbyists are charged with shedding light on facts,
ideas and opinions that support their position in an attempt to influence

decision making in state government. LIMIT 2 PER SCHOOL.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

GOVERNOR’S CABINET

Students wishing to serve in the executive branch may apply for a position in
the Governor’s Cabinet, provided they have served in the legislative
branch at a prior conference. One student will be assigned to serve as
commissioner of each department of state government (i.e. Commission of
General Services, etc.) These positions will be assigned on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Students serving on the governor’s cabinet WILL NOT spend time
in the house or senate. Please make certain students understand their time at
the conference will be spent meeting with fellow cabinet members & the
governor.

Each GC member will be required to submit a proposal (refer to format) for
their department, which could ultimately become a piece of legislation. They




will also have the opportunity to meet with their real Tennessee state
government counterparts, schedule permitting.

The GC will also hear from bill sponsors as a bill moves through its path on
the way to law, and they will help the governor decide whether or not the bill
should become law.

Students wishing to serve on the GC MUST complete & return the GC
application. Once delegates have been assigned to a department, they will be
receiving additional communication from us about their counterpart meetings,
etc.

JUDICIAL BRANCH

SUPREME COURT JUSTICES

There are 4 Supreme Court Justices elected in the court. Those elected will
serve under the Chief Justice at the conference and will hear arguments from
lawyers on actual cases that have been heard by the Tennessee Supreme Court.
In order to run for the Supreme Court, candidates MUST have served as
either a lawyer or justice at a previous Youth Legislature conference—
OR—have served as a justice on or argued a case before the
International Court at a prior MUN conference.

LAWYERS

Delegates wishing to participate in the Judicial Branch may also register as
lawyers, and need not run for any office at district elections. Lawyers serve in
teams of two, and argue either as the appellants or appellees in actual cases
before the Supreme Court. They will receive their cases in advance, and will be
expected to submit briefs accordingly. Lawyers MUST complete and return the
Lawyer Application, else they will not get the Lawyer Packet containing their
case.

PRESS COMPONENT

No state government is complete without a watchdog, thus we have the press
corps. Students wishing to work on the press corps must complete and return
the Press Application, and have experience and skill level sufficient to
effectively work on the press. Prompts for experience level are on the
Press Corps application. Each application will be evaluated by the adult
component leaders, and applicants may or may not be selected to serve
on the Press Corps.



If the size of your delegation is less than 50, you are limited to 2 press corps
members. 1f your delegation numbers more than 50, you may have up to 3
press corps members.

While Press Corps members are not required to submit legislation, they
will be required to submit advance work/research in preparation for the
conference. This preparatory work may include research on basic
principles of journalism in general and advance research on specific
topics likely to be of interest in the General Assembly. Please refer to the
delegate manual for the current press corps requirements.

The press corps will publish a conference paper and a newscast daily to keep all
delegates abreast of what’s going on in each component. They will also get an
introductory crash course in journalism. Please make your press corps members
aware that they will not have free and clear roaming privileges at the
conference. While they will be out and about covering stories and taking
photos, they will be required to attend ALL scheduled press meetings, which
will take place several times a day.
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